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reminding them of their return to earth. In the Wisdom
of Solomon it is stated that coming into an undented
body wins the reward of t( being good." The Christ
accepted it, telling His disciples that John the Baptist
was Elijah. Virgil and Ovid take it for granted. The
ritual composed by the learning of Egypt inculcated it.
The Neo-Platonic schools accepted it, and Origen, the
most learned of the Christian Fathers, declared that
" every man received a body according to his deserts and
his former actions." Though condemned by a Roman
Catholic Council, the heretical sects preserved the old
tradition. And it comes to us in the Middle Ages from
a learned son of Islam : <( I died out of the stome and I
became a plant; I died out of the plant and I became
an animal; I died out of the animal and I became a
man ; why should I fear to die ? When did I grow leSs
by dying ? I shall die out of the man and shall become
an angel." In later time we find it taught by Goethe,
Fichte, Schelling, Lessing, to name but some among
the German philosophers. Goethe in his old age looked
joyfully forward to his return ; Hume declared that it
was the only doctrine of immortality a.philosopher could
look at, a view somewhat similar to that of our British
Professor McTa&gart, who, lately reviewing the various
theories of immortality, came to the conclusion that
Reincarnation was the most rational. I need not remind
anyone of literary culture that Wordsworth, Browning,
Rossetti and other poets believed it. The reappearance
of the belief in Reincarnation is not, therefore, an
emergence of a belief of savages among civilised nations^